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your guide to MAKING FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS

What Happens When Someone Dies Page 2of 7

Prepare for Arrangement
Conference

Clothing for deceased.
Info for death certificate &
obituary.

Photos for tributes.

F U N E R A LWi se Visit www.funeralwise.com for more information on Funeral Arrangements and other funeral related topics.

Prepare. Celebrate. Remember. © 2018 Funeralwise, L.L.C. All rights reserved.



https://www.funeralwise.com/learn/industry/regulations/

o Death unattended, unexpected, or due to unknown
circumstances: Contact local law enforcement,
the coroner, or the medical examiner.

« Deceased was in a hospital or other care facility:
Contact the attending physician or facility staff.

o If a pre-arranged plan exists: Contact designated
family member or legal representative for
instructions on how to proceed with the funeral
arrangements or call the Funeral Director specified
in the plan.

 If no arrangements have been made: Contact a
funeral director or cremation provider to get help
with transportation and other immediate needs.

« Name of the deceased  Insurance Information « Your residence

« Deceased’s residence o Current location of the body « Your contact information

« Deceased’s Social Security Number « Attending physician name and « Your relationship to the deceased

« Time of death contact information + Information for the obituary
 Disposition preferences « Your name « Pre-arrangement information
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Whether to choose cremation or burial is a deeply personal
decision. Consider your spiritual beliefs, your finances, and your
family traditions. There is no right or wrong choice, only the
option that is right for you.

As long as you keep the wishes of the deceased and your desire to
honor them in mind, you will make the right choice when it
comes to having a funeral ceremony or a memorial service. Even
if you choose cremation, you can have a ceremony to honor the
deceased. In fact, you have many options.

From classic grave markers and urns to cremation jewelry and
custom made tributes, there are few limits to how you can
memorialize a loved one. The beauty of our times is that you can
pay tribute in any way you like.

Funeral versus Memorial Service

No question, funerals can be expensive. Many people choose to
buy insurance to make sure they have the resources needed
when the time comes. Paying in advance is also a common option.
When there are no funds, crowdsourcing or public assistance
may be an option.
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Funeral Arrangement Checklist Page 5 of 7

Funeral Arrangement Checklist

IF YOU'RE PLANNING AHEAD:
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https://www.funeralwise.com/funeral-quick-plan/
https://www.funeralwise.com/wp-content/uploads/Funeral-Planning-Form-Universal.pdf

No! You do not have to havg E funeral..For some people, a You may need a funeral director to help you make arrangements

memo'nal SERIES (10 ey 18 IEEEIE) I8 pirsiemiac F.O r.othe.rs, for handling the body. In some states it is not required. If you are

there is no ceremony at all. The way you are memorialized is i b s h ] Is and burial

entirely up to you. in an area that permits home funerals and burials, you may be
able to handle most of the preparation yourself. For information
on what the first meeting with a funeral director will be like, visit

Funerals can be expensive and people don’t always set aside our Arrangements Conference page.

resources to pay for them. How much public and DIV If you are planning the funeral or memorial service yourself, you
assistance is available will depend on where you live and your

unique circumstances. You can find detailed information on the ma}f VNI U ?o.nsult witha funeral celel?rant, an 1nd1v1d1.1:?11
many options for financing funerals on our Paying for a Funeral trained to officiate end-of-life ceremonies and help families
page of our website. create celebrations of life.

e o

F U N E R A L Visit www.funeralwise.com for more information on Funeral Arrangements and other funeral related topics.
Prepare. Celebrate. Remember. © 2018 Funeralwise, L.L.C. All rights reserved.


https://www.funeralwise.com/plan/how_to/funeral-conference/
https://www.funeralwise.com/plan/paying/
https://www.funeralwise.com/plan/paying/

your guide to MAKING FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS

Try Our Free Planning Tools Page 7 o 7
THE WISE PLANNING SYSTEM

START A QUICK PLAN ~o

7/

Log-in to an existing plan
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